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P R E S I D E N T ’S M E S S A G E
We are moving from the slumber
of winter and Covid restraints to
the warmth of Spring and the
much-anticipated reopening of
Grey Towers.

Dorene Warner
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US Forest Service Announces MuchAnticipated Reopening of Grey Towers

G

rey Towers was the childhood home of Gifford Pinchot, first chief
of the U.S. Forest Service and two term governor of Pennsylvania.
In 1963, his son Dr. Gifford Bryce Pinchot donated Grey Towers to
the Forest Service.
President John F. Kennedy launched
a national conservation tour at
Grey Towers when he dedicated the
founding of the Pinchot Institute and
opened the doors of Grey Towers to
the public on Sept 24, 1963.
If you’ve been to a program or
event at Grey Towers, enjoyed the
gardens or the mansion, connected
virtually or been inspired by our

essence, chances are you have
crossed paths with the Grey Towers
Heritage Association.
Grey Towers Heritage Association
(GTHA), as the primary partner,
provides support to the Forest
Service for its public programming,
outreach and connections.
Continues on next page.

Grey Towers Heritage Association
(GTHA) started 2022 with our
unique Lunch & Learn seminars
around Milford which we hope
you had a chance to enjoy as
much as we did. Now we are in
preparations for Grey Towers’
reopening to the public the
week of June 6, 2022!
We can’t wait to celebrate with
our members at the Appreciation
Reception on June 3.rd There are
special events planned just for
members, as well as many great
outdoor programs for all at Grey
Towers throughout the coming
months.
We are also partnered with
America250PA for the Semiquincentennial (250th birthday of the
USA) celebrations.
Be sure to check out our website
for updates on all the action.
If you are inspired by the
Pinchot Legacy, please join us
in our volunteer work, many
opportunities now available.
We are looking forward to
seeing you soon!

Eileen Smith, President
Grey Towers Heritage Association

MESSAGE FROM GREY TOWERS
Greetings from the staff
at Grey Towers! We are excited to
announce the interior of the Grey
Towers mansion will reopen the
week of June 6 and tours are
expected to begin on June 10.th
Our staff, volunteers, partners, and
the community have been waiting
for the opportunity to reopen the
mansion and welcome the public

back to Grey Towers in as full of
a capacity as we can support.
Leadership development and
conferences are again hitting the
calendar for late summer and fall.
The Grey Towers Heritage Association
is our valued partner to the Forest
Service mission here and we welcome
new and traditional events planned
for 2022.

Please consider attending our
combined National Public Lands Day
and Festival of Wood September
24th and 25th as well as all of the
events coming this summer.
There is no better time to visit the
grounds and explore the beautiful
landscaping!

Continued from previous page.

The GTHA and its volunteers work
tirelessly behind the scenes to
accomplish so much. We can’t wait
to share all the new programs that
we created as well as for you to enjoy
the much-anticipated programs we
continue to offer each year.
Grey Towers Heritage Association
and the U.S. Forest Service are excited
to announce that the gates have
reopened and we look forward to
your visit.

Leah Marie Kirk

Then & Now: The Finger Bowl served
as the Pinchots’ outdoor dining room.
Added in 1934, the unique water-filled
table was the site of many lively
discussions about politics, social issues
and conservation efforts. The food was
floated on the water in wooden bowls
and on balsa rafts. The opening in the
wisteria-covered pergola permitted
moonlight to radiate across the water.
Several of our special event receptions
will be held at the Finger Bowl.

P R O J E C T U P D AT E S

Laurel Hill Cemetery
Restoration Continues
Big Pocono Fire Tower

The volunteers are continuing the
maintenance at the cemetery.

The volunteers met and began the process of attaching the stairs to the
fire tower. We are also gathering materials for rebuilding the two decks.
The US Forest Service staff have been providing support as we work to
complete the fire tower restoration.

The first day was spent removing
down material that fell during the
winter. The second day we did some
weed whacking and added mulch
to the steps.

Volunteers meet on Tuesdays.

Volunteers meet on Thursdays.

LECTURE SERIES

Lecture Recap and New Series
Other lectures in the series included

The Grey Towers Heritage Association concluded its winter Lunch
& Learn series with a lecture and
demonstration entitled “All the
Romance of Trout.”
Professor Brian Carso of
Misericordia College, an avid fly
fisherman, presented the “all you
would ever need to know” about
the history of fly fishing in our
area and the techniques needed
to be successful at the sport.

• At Home with the Pinchot’s: an Insider’s Look at
the Community House — Ken Sandri, Forest Service,
explored the origins of the ancestral Pinchot Homestead (formerly the Pike County Library and now
serving as the Chamber of Commerce). Purchased
by Cornelius Pinchot in 1820, it served as the family
home until 1886 when Grey Towers was built.

Professor Brian Carso

This was followed by a live demonstration at Grey Towers
by Master Caster, George Simon, and private lessons
provided by anglers.
Brian highlighted the love of
flyfishing with a number of
notable historic figures and
numerous presidents.
He noted that Henry David
Thoreau is known to have said:
“Many go fishing all their lives
without knowing that it is not
fish they are after.”
Gifford and Cornelia Pinchot
were known to be proficient
at the sport and regularly
shared their enthusiasm with guests at Grey Towers.
The canoe Gifford used to fly fish has been restored and
is displayed at the Letterbox, which served as Gifford’s
office when Governor of Pennsylvania.
George Simon

• The Stillness of the Living Forest: A Year of Listening
and Learning — Author John Harvey spent one hour
each day for a year in the same spot in the woods
chronicling the rhythm and pace of nature. He
discovered a joy that comes from Deeply observing
and appreciating the natural world.
• The Pinchot Legacy and the Arts — Marie Lui, Director
of the Artery and renown for her depiction of Grey
Tower’s in art, presented a riveting lecture relating
how our local area gave rise to budding artists,
especially involved in the Hudson River School
through the patronage of James and Mary Pinchot.

A new series starts in June
Our summer lecture series will begin on June 11th with a
presentation by Kerry Dean Carso who will present her
work “Follies in America: A History of Garden and Park
Architecture.” Ms. Carso was a Grey Towers Scholar in
Residence and also served on the Board of the Grey
Towers Heritage Association.
We will also continue to see the connection between the
Pinchot’s and their support of the arts. A reception will
follow at the renowned Finger Bowl.
For more information on our summer series or to join
the Grey Towers Heritage Association, please visit our
website: greytowers.org.

A REAWAKENING

The Gardens at Grey Towers
The gardens at Grey Towers will soon begin to sparkle as containers are filled
by the gardening volunteers with annuals reminiscent of Cornelia Pinchot’s
palette of colors.
Under the direction of Grey Towers Horticulturist, Beth Hawke, annuals are
selected to follow the color scheme established a century ago when the
Pinchot’s were in residence at the mansion.
In addition, the wisteria over the Finger Bowl should be blooming which is a
reminder of Cornelia’s legacy. Visitors are welcome to tour the gardens daily
although the mansion remains closed until June 6.

UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS
Details at greytowers.org

JUNE 3 at 5 pm

Membership Appreciation Reception
Grey Towers Heritage Association
P.O. Box 188
Milford, PA 18337

greytowers.org

Follow us on Facebook
@greytowersnationalhistoricsite
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Grey Towers Finger Bowl
Eileen Smith will present America250 and how Grey
Towers is participating in this vision. All Americans are
encouraged to participate in the 250th anniversary of
the founding of the United States.
No fee event for members only.

JUNE 10 at 1 pm

Take a Rake: An Insider’s Tour of Cornelia’s
Garden
Join Horticulturalist Beth Hawke for a behind the scenes
look at Cornelia’s Gardens and the inspiration that created
them. The tour will feature how designers and landscape
architects influenced Cornelia’s “garden rooms.”
No fee event for members only.

JUNE 11 at 3 pm

Follies in America: A History of Garden and
Park Architecture
Kerry Carso is a professor of art history at the SUNY
at New Paltz, where she teaches courses on American
art and architecture. Her research focuses on interconnections between the arts and literature in the
nineteenth-century United States.
Fee: $15 Members, $20 Non-Members

JUNE 18 at 2:30

pm

A Closer Look: Cornelia’s Garden
Celebrating the beauty of Cornelia’s gardens, Deborah
Stevenson will share her collection as a macro photographer. Deborah specializes in flowers and botanicals
inspired by gardens in the NEPA area, including Grey
Towers. The lecture concludes with a tour of Cornelia’s
gardens and a reception around the Finger Bowl.
Fee: $15 Members, $20 Non-Members,

JULY 30 at 2:30

pm

Cornelia Pinchot: Activist for Social Change
A natural born rebel, Cornelia had spirit, drive and
independent means. Her crusading nature invaded the
Progressive ranks in 1912 and later led to a political
career of her own. The lecture concludes with a
reception around her famed Finger Bowl.
Fee: $15 Members, $20 Non-Members

